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To our valued Frontiers CTSI members,

This year has been one of meaningful progress, focused 
collaboration, and renewed commitment to the future 
of clinical and translational science across our region. 
As a regional, bi-state partnership spanning academic 
institutions, healthcare systems, and community 
organizations, Frontiers Clinical and Translational 
Science Institute (CTSI) continues to serve as a catalyst 
for research that improves health and healthcare in 
Kansas, western Missouri, and beyond.

A major milestone this year was the successful 
submission of our Clinical and Translational Science 
Award renewal applications in May 2026. This 
submission represents far more than a grant cycle 
requirement. It reflects years of shared effort, thoughtful 
planning, organizational investment, and collective 
vision from leaders, investigators, trainees, staff, 
community partners, and collaborators across the 
Frontiers consortium. 

As we look toward the next grant cycle, our vision is 
clear: to move from translational science toward 
transformative science. We aim to strengthen the 
infrastructure, training, partnerships, and innovation 
needed to accelerate discoveries and implementation 
across the translational science continuum. This 
includes expanding regional research capacity, 
advancing data and informatics resources, and 
supporting clinical trials and genomic medicine.

Central to this vision is our commitment to listening, 
learning, and partnering. The health challenges 
facing our region require solutions developed 
through collaboration among academic, medical, and 
community stakeholders. Through new and expanded 
initiatives, including a rural Practice- and Community-
Based Research Network, Frontiers CTSI will continue 
to identify obstacles, develop responsive strategies, 
and implement practical solutions that improve health 
across the lifespan and across all populations.

This work is possible because of you. Frontiers 
CTSI members continue to drive innovation, foster 
collaboration, mentor the next generation of research 
workforce, and translate scientific discoveries into 
meaningful impact. Your leadership, expertise, and 
dedication are what make Frontiers a strong and 
dynamic research enterprise.

Thank you for your continued commitment to advancing 
clinical and translational science and research. As we 
enter this next chapter, we do so with momentum, 
purpose, and a shared belief in the power of science and 
research to improve health and healthcare for all the 
communities we serve.

Sincerely,

Frontiers CTSI Leadership

Message from 
Leadership

Frontiers CTSI aims to catalyze improvements to health 
and healthcare for the region. We work to train the 
clinical and translational research workforce, surmount 
constraints to innovation, and achieve improved health 
across the lifespan for all populations.

Mario Castro, M.D., MPH	        J. Steven Leeder, PharmD, Ph.D.
Co-Principal Investigator	        Co-Principal Investigator

Lisa Sanderson Cox, Ph.D.      Aditi Gupta, M.D.
Assocatie Director	        Associate Director

Julius Leary, EdD, MBA 
Executive Director
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Year at a 
glance

A year of expanded reach, measurable impact, 
and renewed momentum for the next phase of 
clinical and translational science.

Growth, productivity, and partnership 
defined a pivotal year for Frontiers CTSI.

Frontiers CTSI has a strong record of 
research productivity, and renewed 
momentum to transform discoveries 
into meaningful improvements in 
health and healthcare.

Frontiers CTSI continued to grow 
as a regional hub for clinical and 
translational science, reaching 
1,261 members, a 34% increase 
from the previous year. Half of all 
members are students, trainees, 
or early-career researchers, 
reflecting Frontiers CTSI continued 
commitment to developing the next 
generation of investigators. Across 
164 events, Frontiers engaged 
7,732 attendees through training, 
collaboration, and research support 
activities.

Frontiers CTSI received 23 training 
applications to fill seven open 
NIH-funded spots. This year also 
reflected strong investigator 
engagement and scholarly 
productivity. Frontiers CTSI received 
145 consultation requests and 56 
pilot award applications, while 
Frontiers CTSI-supported programs 
contributed to 89 publications 
in the last grant year, with 1,206 
publications total.
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Our FREE membership model manages the needs 
& services requested by those in research.

In 2026, Frontiers CTSI 
had a 34% increase in 
membership.

1,261 Frontiers CTSI members

+34%

Membership Benefits

Support for Clinical & Translational 
Research

•	Team Science 
•	Retaining study participants
•	Clinical facilities to conduct 
research
•	Support for genomics research
•	Regulatory & compliance
•	Informatics & biostatistics
•	Research editing & grant review
•	Implementation science
•	Consultations from national 
experts
•	Facilitate multi-center study 
opportunities

Training for Researchers  
& Research Staff

•	Pre- & Post-doctoral trainees
•	Early career faculty
•	Research team members
•	Consults on REDCap, HERON, 
patient registries
•	Formal Research Mentorship 
Training

Funding Opportunities
•	Six Annual pilot funding 
opportunties ranging from $2,500 
to $250,000
•	Eight Bostatistics, Epidemiology 
and Research Design Vouchers up 
to $5,000 each. 

In May 2026, Frontiers CTSI submitted renewal 
applications for continued NIH funding until 2034. 
Together, these milestones position Frontiers CTSI 
for its next chapter: advancing from translational 
science toward transformative science.

“I am truly grateful to Frontiers for 
their support, which has provided 
me access to patient samples for 

advancing blood-based biomarker 
development in neurodegenerative 
diseases. Their assistance has also 

allowed me to remain actively 
engaged in an international research 

consortium dedicated to this 
important field.”  

- Frontiers CTSI Member



OUR STRATEGY, 
PARTNERSHIPS AND 
NATIONAL IMPACT

Frontiers CTSI brings together a regional, bi-state consortium spanning academic institutions, 
healthcare systems, and community and patient partners across Kansas and western Missouri. This 
shared network creates the capacity to support investigators, expand research infrastructure, and 
move discoveries across the translational science continuum. 
 
By combining organizational resources, scientific expertise, community knowledge, and health 
system partnerships, Frontiers supports research that is locally responsive and nationally relevant.

Frontiers CTSI connects academic, clinical, community, and patient 
partners to create shared capacity for clinical and translational sci-
ence. This regional infrastructure supports collaboration across insti-
tutions and strengthens the path from discovery to implementation.

Frontiers CTSI continues to strengthen team science by supporting 
collaboration across disciplines, institutions, and research roles. This 
work helps investigators build effective teams, navigate complex 
projects, and accelerate progress toward shared scientific goals.

Building the workforce. Strengthening the network. Expanding the infrastructure.

Through national engagement, Frontiers CTSI is contributing 
to broader efforts that strengthen translational science across 
institutions, including work led by Drew Fox, Ph.D. on Team Badging 
development to recognize and support collaborative team-based 
research.

A Regional Network for Translational Science

Team Science Across Institutions

Contributing to the National CTSA Community

Team Science in action

advancing Science,  
Improving Healthcare for All
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research support

Frontiers-supported programs continue to expand clinical research capacity, investigator 
engagement, workforce development, and scholarly productivity across the region.

“It is an amazing 
organization that allows 
for collaboration building, 
gaining more skills, and 
learning more about 
research in the metro 
area.” - Frontiers CTSI 
Member

“I’ve been able to build 
my skills and knowledge 
through the resources I’ve 
used from Frontiers, which 
have strengthened my 
research capacity in a way 
that I can translate to my 
students.” - Frontiers CTSI 
Member

42%
Expanding Capacity Across the  
Translational Research Enterprise

Growth in active Clinical Translational 
Science Uni supported studies from 
FY23 to FY26.

Frontiers CTSI continues to support a growing 
portfolio of clinical and translational research 
across multiple Clinical Translational Science Unit 
(CTSU) locations. Active studies supported by 
CTSUs increased to 632 in the last grant year. 

Active studies 
supported by 

CTSUs

Total Frontiers-
supported 

publications

Pilot 
applications 

received

632 56 1,206
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Investing in the Systems That Make 
Translational Science Possible

TRAINING 
THE CLINICAL AND 
TRANSLATIONAL 

SCIENCE WORKFORCE

Frontiers CTSI’s continues to 
build on substantial regional 
investment in the people, 
systems, and partnerships 
needed to accelerate clinical 
and translational science. 
These commitments include 
a new rural Practice- and 
Community-Based Research 

Network, strengthened 
clinical trials units, enhanced 
genomic capabilities, and 
continued organizational 
investment in K12 and T32 
training programs. Together, 
these resources create shared 
capacity across the consortium. 
Currently, 100% of Frontiers 

CTSI Scholars and Trainees 
are still active in research. 
They help investigators access 
research support, connect 
with collaborators, engage 
communities, develop new 
skills, and move discoveries 
toward practical improvements 
in health and healthcare.

Frontiers CTSI’s next phase is supported by 
expanded institutional commitments, shared 
infrastructure, and coordinated investment 

across the regional research enterprise.
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Frontiers CTSI plays a central 
role in training the clinical and 
translational science workforce 
by supporting scholars and 
trainees from predoctoral 
training through postdoctoral 
fellowship and mentored faculty 
career development. Through 
the KL2, TL1 Postdoctoral, and 
TL1 Predoctoral programs, 
Frontiers provides structured 
training, individualized 
mentoring, interdisciplinary 
research development, and 

access to organizational and 
CTSA network resources. 
Collectively, these programs 
have supported 99 scholar 
and trainee appointments 
across partner institutions 
and produced more than 400 
peer-reviewed publications. 
The result is a coordinated 
training environment that 
advances scientific productivity, 
career persistence, and the 
next generation of clinical and 
translational research leaders.

Educating the Clinical and 
Translational Science Workforce

Training Investment,  
Long-Term Impact

Frontiers CTSI training programs are 
designed to support scholars during 
their appointments and prepare 
them for sustained research careers. 
Alumni continue to lead funded 
research programs, mentor trainees, 
publish in high-impact areas, and 
contribute to academic medicine, 
public health, and translational 
science. 
 
“The TL1 has absolutely changed 
the trajectory of my career and 
I wouldn’t be where I am today 
without it and the support of the 
Frontiers team.” - Landon Deru, TL1 
Postdoctorate, 2024-2026

Eric Vidoni, Ph.D.

Dr. Vidoni’s 
KL2-supported 
trajectory grew 
into a major 
research portfolio 
focused on 
exercise effects 
on the brain, 
with more than 
188 publications, 
including 29 
attributed to KL2 
support.

Dr. Christensen’s 
research focuses 
on food insecurity 
and disordered 
eating, including 
federally funded 
work as principal 
investigator and 
co-investigator. 
She has 42 
publications, with 
21 acknowledging 
Frontiers training 
support.

Dr. Byer’s 
academic 
medicine 
trajectory in 
internal medicine, 
cardiovascular 
disease, cardio-
oncology, 
innovation 
leadership, 
and medical 
education, with 
21 peer-reviewed 
publications.

Kara Christensen, Ph.D. Stefano Byer, M.D.
Former KL2 Scholar Former TL1 Postdoc Former TL1 Predoc
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“Academia can sometimes 
feel rigid, formal, and 
not especially creative. 
Frontiers TL1 felt like a 
homecoming. As fellows, 
we felt valued and 
respected in a way that 
is so rare in academic 
spaces.” - TL1 Trainee

“Frontiers was essential to 
help me launch my research 
career. It helped support me 
in having protected research 
time in the first 2 years of 
my faculty position and 
helped me to obtain a K23 
from NIMH.” - KL2 Scholar

“The mentorship and 
support from faculty was 
outstanding.” - TL1 Trainee

\ “Frontiers has played a 
major role in my ability 
to launch a successful 
research career. Without 
Frontiers I am not sure 
I would have been able 
to successfully launch a 
research career at Children’s 
Mercy.” - KL2 Scholar

University of Kansas 
Medical Center, 
Department of Internal 
Medicine

Sam Windham, M.D.

University of Kansas 
Medical Center, 
Department of 
Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation

Alejandra 
Camacho-Soto, M.D.

University of Kansas 
Medical Center, 
Department of 
Occupational Therapy 
Education 

Alice Zhang, Ph.D.

University of Kansas 
Medical Center, 
Department of Physcial 
Therapy, Rehabilitation 
Sciences, & Athletic 
Training

Bethany Forseth, Ph.D.

University of Kansas 
Medical Center, 
Department of Population 
Health

Jess Meyer, Ph.D.

University of Kansas 
Medical Center, 
Department of Internal 
Medicine

Amy Bodde, Ph.D.
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Structured mentoring. 
Stronger careers.  
A more connected  
training environment.

Frontiers is developing clinical and 
translational science leaders through 
a coordinated training portfolio, 
evidence-based mentorship, and career 
development infrastructure that supports 
scholars from early training through 
independent research careers.

Research Mentor 
Development

Scholars Club and 
Work-in-Progress

Research Mentor training 
provides a shared 
foundation for expectations, 
communication, professional 
development, and trainee 
support. Mentor satisfaction 
with training was 4.8 out of 5.0 
FY26.

During the reporting period, 
Scholars Club included 12 
sessions and 23 scholar 
presentations, creating a regular 
venue for feedback, peer 
learning, research refinement, 
and professional development.

University of Kansas 
Medical Center, 
Department of Physical 
Therapy, Rehabilitation 
Science, and Athletic 
Training

Abbas Tabatabaei, Ph.D.

University of Kansas 
Medical Center, 
Department of Internal 
Medicine

Landon Deru, Ph.D.

University of Kansas 
Medical Center, 
Department of Cell 
Biology and Physiology

Brittany Martinez, Ph.D.

University of Kansas 
Medical Center, 
Department of Dietetics 
and Nutrition

Aaron Smith, Ph.D.

Children’s Mercy, 
Department of Health 
Services and Outcomes 
Research

Chase Sakitis, Ph.D.

University of Kansas 
Medical Center, 
Department of Psychology

Matthew Gratton

University of Kansas 
Medical Center, 
Department of Clinical 
Child Psychology

Calissa Leslie-Miller
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Frontiers CTSI scholars and trainees 
bring clinical and translational 
science to life through projects 
that address meaningful health 
challenges across the region. 
Through structured training, 

individualized mentoring, and 
access to Frontiers CTSI resources, 
scholars develop the skills, 
partnerships, and research capacity 
needed to move from promising 
ideas to sustained scientific impact. 

Frontiers CTSI training programs 
help prepare investigators to 
lead research that is rigorous, 
collaborative, and responsive to the 
communities it is intended to serve.

AS THIS COMMUNITY OF TRAINED MENTORS GROWS, SO TOO WILL OUR INSTITUTION’S CAPACITY 
TO CULTIVATE THE NEXT GENERATION OF RESEARCHERS, EDUCATORS, CLINICIANS, AND 
LEADERS WHO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY.

Frontiers CTSI training programs 
support investigators whose work 
advances discovery, strengthens col-
laboration, and responds to real-world 
health needs.

SCHOLAR 
IMPACT 
IN ACTION
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Frontiers CTSI’s commitment 
to community and rural 
engagement is grounded in a 
simple principle: research is 
stronger when it is informed 
by the people and places it is 
intended to benefit. Across 
Kansas and western Missouri, 
Frontiers CTSI works with 
academic, clinical, community, 
and patient partners to 
identify needs, build trust, 
and support research that is 
relevant to real-world health 
challenges. 

 

This work is especially 
important for rural and under-
researched communities, 
where obstacles to care, 
research participation, 
implementation, and access 
can limit the reach of scientific 
discovery. Through expanded 
partnerships and planning 
for a rural Practice- and 
Community-Based Research 
Network, Frontiers CTSI is 
building a stronger foundation 
for community-informed 
research across the region.

Listening, Learning, and 
Partnering With Communities

Community-informed 
research begins with 
shared priorities.
The next phase of Frontiers 
CTSI will continue to emphasize 
bidirectional engagement, 
practical solutions, and sustained 
partnerships with patients, 
providers, and communities. 
These efforts will help ensure that 
translational science addresses 
the needs of the full region and 
supports improvements in health 
across populations.

Frontiers CTSI is strengthening the connection between 
clinical and translational science and the communities, 
patients, and providers who shape regional health 
priorities.

Rural  
Reach

Building research 
capacity with rural 
communities and 
regional partners.

Centering patient, 
provider, and 
community 

perspectives in 
research priorities.

Developing 
practical strategies 

that move 
discoveries into 

care settings.

Community 
Voice

Shared 
Solutions

Community-informed 
research begins with 
shared priorities



Frontiers CTSI continues to 
expand its rural and community 
engagement infrastructure 
to better support research 
across the region. This includes 
building partnerships with rural 
communities, strengthening 
connections with providers 
and health systems, and 
supporting projects that address 
health needs identified by the 
communities most affected. 
As Frontiers CTSI moves 

into its next phase, the rural 
Practice- and Community-
Based Research Network 
will provide an important 
foundation for bidirectional 
engagement. This network is 
designed to help researchers 
and community partners work 
together to identify obstacles, 
develop solutions, and create a 
stronger pathway from research 
questions to meaningful health 
improvement.

Frontiers CTSI’s community and rural engagement 
work is built around listening, learning, and 
partnering. Across Kansas and western Missouri, 
Frontiers CTSI works with community organizations, 
health systems, providers, patients, and researchers 
to identify regional health priorities and support 
research that is relevant, practical, and responsive to 
real-world needs.

Community engagement 
metrics and partnership 
highlights to be added.

advancing Science,  
Improving Healthcare for All
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Community-informed research helps 
ensure that translational science addresses 
needs that matter locally while contributing 
to broader scientific progress. Through 
sustained partnerships, Frontiers CTSI 
supports a research environment where 
investigators and communities can work 
together to define problems, test solutions, 
and move evidence into practice.

The next phase of Frontiers CTSI 
will continue to emphasize research 
that is shaped by the people and 
places it is intended to serve. 
Patient, provider, and community 
perspectives help identify practical 
obstacles, refine research questions, 
strengthen participant outreach 
and implementation strategies, and 
improve the relevance of scientific 
findings.

Patient, Provider, and Community Voice

Centering Patient, 
Provider, and 
Community Voice

From Shared Priorities to 
Shared Solutions

Listen first. Engage communities, patients, and 
providers early to better understand priorities, 
obstacles, and opportunities.

Build together. Support research partnerships that 
reflect shared goals and local context.

Move toward action. Develop practical strategies 
that help translate evidence into care, programs, 
decision-making, and community benefit.

1

2

3
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Study Title: Teen Research Advisors Expan-
sion
Funding Program: The Broderick Crawford 
Community Partnership Award
Study Aims: Expand our Teen Research 
Advisors group and support career develop-
ment activities for youth and young adults 
who have personal experience with depres-
sion, anxiety and eating disorders and want 
to shape the future of research. We use an 
open enrollment model to invite interested 
teens and young adults who have partici-
pated in one or more of our lab’s studies. 
Engaging adolescents in research ensures 
studies are relevant, ethical, and beneficial 
while fostering authentic and applicable 
findings.

Frontiers CTSI’s community-engaged work is 
grounded in listening, learning, and building 
with the people and organizations closest 
to regional health challenges. Through part-
nerships with rural communities, providers, 
patients, and local organizations, Frontiers  
CTSI helps investigators shape research 
questions that are practical, responsive, 
and relevant to the communities they are 
intended to serve.

“Working with Multidisciplinary Advisors and 
Research Group (MARG) and the Community 

Partner’s Group has deepened my understanding 
of the research available to community members. 

I’ve seen firsthand how Frontiers prioritizes 
connecting communities with safe, trusted 
researchers, serving as a hub where both 

researchers and community members can meet, 
learn, and grow together.“

A partnership-
driven approach 
to regional
health needs

COMMUNITY 
RESEARCH 
IN ACTION

16



Frontiers CTSI provides 
the research infrastructure 
investigators need to design 
stronger studies, access 
specialized expertise, navigate 
complex systems, and move 
discoveries toward practice. 
This support includes 
consultations, informatics 
resources, clinical trials 
support, implementation 
science, genomic medicine, 
evaluation, regulatory 

guidance, and operational 
infrastructure. Together, these 
resources create a coordinated 
support system for investigators 
across institutions and research 
stages. By connecting scientific 
questions with the right tools, 
teams, and infrastructure, 
Frontiers CTSI helps transform 
community and clinical needs 
into actionable research and 
measurable impact.

Connecting Investigators to the Systems 
That Support Discovery

Frontiers CTSI helps investigators move ideas into action by providing 
access to coordinated expertise, research services, data resources, and 
translational science support.

RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE 
AND INNOVATION

Frontiers CTSI infrastructure supports research across the 
translational science continuum, from early project development 
through implementation and dissemination.

From Need to Solution

Community priorities 
help define the 
questions. Frontiers 
CTSI infrastructure helps 
investigators develop, 
test, implement, and 
disseminate solutions.

17



Turning Data Into Research Capacity

DATA, INFORMATICS 
AND TRANSLATIONAL 
SCIENCE TOOLS

Frontiers CTSI is expanding the data systems, informatics resources, and 
evaluation tools that help investigators design stronger studies, track 
impact, and move research across the translational science continuum.

Frontiers CTSI is building a shared 
data science ecosystem that helps 
investigators collect, connect, and 
use complex research data more 
effectively across the consortium. 
Through informatics consultation, 
cloud-based infrastructure, 
common data standards, secure 
data-sharing approaches, and 
custom research tools, Frontiers 
CTSI is reducing technical 
obstacles and creating resources 
that can be adapted and shared 
across partner institutions. One 
example is the collaborative 
development model used by 
the University of Kansas Medical 
Center and Children’s Mercy, 

where tools developed at one 
institution are tested and refined 
at the other before broader 
dissemination. That approach 
allowed an existing Health Device 
Portal to be rapidly deployed to 
support a wearable-device clinical 
trial at the KU Medical Center, 
avoiding months of development 
time and allowing enrollment to 
move forward without delay. It 
illustrates the larger Frontiers CTSI 
goal: build solutions once, learn 
across institutions, and extend 
successful tools to researchers 
throughout the network.

Better data. Stronger systems. 
Clearer impact.

Build together. Test together. Share what works.

Frontiers CTSI infrastructure helps research move faster, smarter, 
and farther by connecting investigators to the tools, teams, data, and 
systems needed to turn discoveries into impact.

Turning Data Into a Clearer 
Picture of Impact
The Frontiers CTSI Data Dashboard 
brings information from across 
programs and services into a shared 
framework for understanding reach, 
activity, outcomes, and impact. The 
dashboard helps Frontiers CTSI move 
beyond simply counting activities 
to understanding what is working, 
where opportunities remain, and 
how programs can improve. Better 
data helps Frontiers do more than 
document impact—it helps us learn 
from it and use that knowledge to 
strengthen what comes next.

Frontiers CTSI Data Dashboard

18
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Clinical Units

Consultations

Genomics

Operations

Implementation

Research Reach

Frontiers CTSI provides the applied 
research infrastructure needed to 
help investigators move discoveries 
into clinical, community, and health 
system settings. This includes 
expanded clinical trials units, 
genomic capabilities for rare and 
common diseases, implementation 
and dissemination support, and 
operational solutions that reduce 
obstacles to conducting high-quality 
research.

Expanded capacity to 
support active studies 

across the region.

Expert guidance for study 
planning, methods, 

operations, and next steps.

Strengthened capabilities 
for diagnosis and discovery 

in rare and common 
diseases.

Practical systems that 
help investigators 

navigate complex research 
processes.

Support for moving 
evidence into clinical and 

community practice.

Infrastructure that 
supports investigators 
across institutions and 

study types.

Active studies 
supported by 
Clinical Trial 
Study Units

Applied Infrastructure for 
Real-World Research

Frontiers CTSI infrastructure supports a growing 
portfolio of clinical and translational research across 
multiple locations, services, and funding sources.

19



20

Frontiers CTSI supports investigators by con-
necting promising ideas with the funding, 
consultation, infrastructure, and partnerships 
needed to move research forward.

Scientific 
Productivity 
and Pilot Impact

From Early Support to Lasting Scientific Impact

Anthony Fehr, Ph.D. 
received pilot support from 
Frontiers CTSI in 2020 and 
has continued to advance 
a nationally recognized 
research program.

Heather Wilkins, Ph.D. has 
filed a patent for a novel 
blood-based mitochondrial 
biomarker that may 
help identify Alzheimer’s 
disease and track changes 
in brain energy use.

Deanna Hanson-Abromeit, 
Ph.D., MT-BC work in music 
therapy offers a strong 
example of research that 
connects scientific rigor, 
intervention development, 
and real-world benefit for 
families. 

Lisette T. Jacobson, Ph.D. 
has increased rural access 
to obstetrics services and 
created technologies 
to help support healthy 
weight and breastfeeding 
after pregnancy.
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Hao Lou, Ph.D., Institute for Advancing Medical Innovation Trailblazer 
Award, KU: Irisin mutants and fusion proteins to combat obesity.

Amy Bodde, Ph.D., Integrating Special Populations Pilot, KU Medical 
Center: Time to THRIVE, a virtual healthy lifestyle intervention for people 
with intellectual/developmental conditions.

Jaime Perales Puchalt, Ph.D., Lauren S. Aaronson Pilot, KU Medical 
Center: Long-term dementia-related data from former tobacco cessation 
trial participants.

Panying Rong, Ph.D., Lauren S. Aaronson Pilot, KU: Personalized 
medicine approaches for progressive communication disorders in 
neurodegenerative diseases.

Eric Vidoni, PT, Ph.D., Lauren S. Aaronson Pilot, KU Medical Center: Brain 
Health Rapid Assessment Visits for Everyone.

Jacqueline Kitchen, M.D., Katie Waugh, Ph.D., and Jeffrey Colvin, M.D., 
J.D, Integrating Special Populations Pilot: Characterizing Autoimmune 
Conditions in Down Syndrome.

Kate Young, Ph.D., Biostatistics, Epidemiology and Research Design Pilot, 
KU Medical Center: Personalized biomarker evaluations and diagnostic 
cutoffs.
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Frontiers CTSI supports 
investigators, scholars, 
trainees, research staff, 
community partners, and 
organizational collaborators 
working across the clinical 
and translational science 
continuum.

Collaboration happens 
across partner institutions, 
healthcare systems, commu-
nity organizations, research 
teams, and regional net-
works that connect scientific 
expertise with real-world 
health priorities.

Through consultations, pilot 
funding, research services, 
training, informatics, clinical 
trials support, mentoring, 
and implementation guid-
ance, Frontiers CTSI helps 
investigators move projects 
from idea to impact.

Frontiers CTSI membership 
creates access to resources, 
events, training, research 
support, collaborators, 
funding opportunities, and a 
growing network committed 
to improving health through 
translational science.

Who does Frontiers 
CTSI support? 

Where does 
collaboration happen?

How does Frontiers  
CTSI help investigators?

Why stay engaged with 
Frontiers CTSI?

MEMBER 
AND 
PARTNER 
IMPACT

Membership growth this year
A growing regional research 
community.

Broad participation across 
Frontiers programming.

1,261 members 7,732 attendees+34%
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LOOKING AHEAD 
TO THE NEXT 
CHAPTER
The coming year will be a pivotal moment for Frontiers CTSI. Following 
the May 2026 submission of the renewal applications, Frontiers CTSI will 
continue building momentum toward the next grant cycle. As we look ahead, 
Frontiers CTSI will continue to expand rural engagement, strengthen workforce 
development, grow research infrastructure, and support innovative approaches 
that help investigators move discoveries into practice. This work depends 
on the continued engagement of our members, partners, scholars, trainees, 
investigators, and community collaborators.

Become a Member

Frontiers CTSI has a FREE membership 
model to effectively manage the needs & 
services requested by those in research. 
Becoming a member is open to everyone! 
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Don’t forget to cite support received from Frontiers CTSI: 

“Research reported in this publication was supported by 
the National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences 
of the National Institutes of Health under the Award 
Number UL1TR002366 /  Award Number KL2TR002367 
/ Award Number TL1TR002368. The content is solely the 
responsibility of the authors and does not necessarily 
represent the official views of the National Institutes of 
Health.”
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